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Single Mother Strives to Rebuild Home after Devastating House Fire

Southampton, NY, August 28, 2012—Staysea Lee Hutchings, a resident of Southampton, New York,
and a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, lost her house and its’ entire contents in an electrical fire
that rapidly swept through her home on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation, on Tuesday, August 7™.
A single parent, she shared the home with her 10-year-old daughter Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora
Dimalanta, also known as Nunah. Fortunately, neither was the home at the time of the fire.

Staysea grew up in Philadelphia, where she left behind a successful career in the entertainment
industry to raise her daughter on her Nation’s aboriginal territory of Shinnecock. Prior to the fire
Staysea left her job after 11 years as the Tribe’s Enroliment Director to focus on her own home-based
social media consulting company and to spend more time with her daughter. However, with the loss of
her home as well as recently being laid off from her part-time job as WIA Tribal Liaison, she is now
effectively unemployed. Thankfully, Staysea’s lifetime of humility and kind acts has won her the support
of many friends and family who have been eagerly been offering lodging, clothes, and fundraising
efforts to help this family get back on their feet.

Most recently, in a karmic act of kindness, Southampton homeowner Osnat Gad has offered to donate
Staysea a 2,140 square foot house. It is estimated to cost up to $40K to move the structure roughly
seven miles from its Noyac property to Staysea’s residence at 80 Montauk Highway—not counting any
necessary structural adjustments. However, this is a challenge that Staysea and her friends hope to
meet through fundraising efforts in time for she and her daughter to be in the home by Christmas.

Staysea is grateful to all those who have offered donations thus far. While everything is a need, she is
quickly running out of space to keep items during this interim period. That said monetary donations and
donations of home improvement services are strongly encouraged to help with the costly effort of this
house-moving project. Support is also needed for the many upcoming fundraisers and other donor
opportunities, which will be announced as they are planned. Please see donation information below.
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Firefighters at the home on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation on Tuesday afternoon.

Family Home Is Lost

Intense fire destroys
house on reservation

BY SHATE WEAVER

The Gardner Homestead,
which stands at 80 Montauk
Highway on the Shinnecock
Indian Reservation, was cn-
gulted and gutted by a fire on
Tuesday morning.

The 9D-year-old house,
which belonged to the Gard-
ner family for generations,
had survived the 1938 Hurri-
cane and had been the home
to seven families over several
decades,

“I'm heartbroken,” said 26-

year-old Brandon C. Gardner,
who has lived in the house
in the past. *It meant a jot
tous”

Saysea Lee Hutchings, who
has owned the house fo
years with hl‘l 10
daughter, Go
Li Dimalanta,
day she Jost everything in
the fire: *1 don't know what
—it still hasn't sunk in

yer.
Ms. Hutchings said she was

Sea FIRE, Page A9
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driving home from dropping her
dawsghter off ar the airport when
she moeived a call from her
friend, Denise Smith-Meacham,
whe has been staying with Ms.
Hutchings. She said Ms Smith-
Peacham had just come heme
o discover the blaze,

Mr. Gardner said he didn’t
know about the Fire until the fire
department arrived,

Aceording 1o Southamplon
Fire Chief Rodney “Chip® Pier-
son, the single-story house was

“pretty much gutied on the in-
side”

The fire started in Ms Hutch-
ingss bedmom just after 11 am
and wraveled w the adjoining
rooms, he said, " we gol
there, we starte terior de-
fensive atlack. meaning we pul
it oul from the oulside since the

inside was too far gone,” he si

Chief Pierson said the
was mostly contained, “but any
tirme: yeu ko ahouse, its a bad
thing,” he said. *1i got going pret-
ty quick on us, W arrived four
minutes from dispatch—that's
really quick. The fire had a lot
o fur

Mr. Gardner and Ms Huich-
ings =aid the blaze appears o
have been an elecerical fire tha
started at an outlet and then
spread b a matiress, The chief
zaid he does not know the cause
af the fire, but that the South-
ampton Town fire marshal’s of
fice isinvestigating,

In adddition to the Southamp-
tom Fire Department, the North
Sea Fire Depantment stood by
an Southampton’s headguarters,
and the Hampton Bays Fire De-
parimenit responded wiih a ro-
tine rapid intervention feam,

solely to searcheand-rescue of
other firefighters in distress it

needed. The Sag Harbor Fine De-
partmient also responded with
a AIT ance Hampinn Bays was
ralled into service, Chief Pier-
son said help was brought in for
exira manpower berause of the
heat and (he time of day—it is
difficult for some volunieers o
leave work, he said.

But mow, Ms, Huichings is lefi
with nothing—except her maoth-
er's Hag, “The fire marshal asked
me il there was anyvihing in the
house that | wanted, and the one
and only thing that was able o
b retricved was my moms fag,”
shie sakl zoftly.

Her madher, Isadora C, Huich-
ings, née Handall, was a veleran
of the UL, Air Force and died
three years agn, “Evervihing else
was destroyed and unsalvage-
able,” she said,

Mr. Gardner, who lives near:
Iy a hall mile across an open
freld from the homestead, said
thee hezse was buile in 1922 and
jis mother,

¥ . He said he
lived in the house for 15 vears
and sees the devastation as a
sentimental loss 1 s a prey
hig, loss for our family” he said,

W lived in poserty there, and
onee it siarted getiing better for
us ansd wie heeame middle class,
we built a new house. Some-
fimes | would go back and look
and say, “Wow, that’s where it all
started,"”

At the moment, Ms Huich-
ings and Ms, - e
ane

Southampion and hope
down and rebuild. “That, 1 b
to figure out,” Ms, Hutehings
saitl, “The Creator has the plan,
and I'm along bor the ride,”
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Looking For Hope
In The Wreckage

Family lost everything in fire

BY SHAYE WEAVER

arefully  stepping
through the charred
rubble of her home
on Montauk High-
way, Staysea  Ler
Hutchiny ic
the scorched,

debris-filled
floor, Picking it up, she real-
ized it was her 10-year-old
daughters first Bible, which
had been burned only on its
corners, its pages neardy un-
touched,

Last Tuesday, Ms, Hutch-
ings's home of 11 years,

which sits hidden behind the

hin-
Servation

was engulfed and gutted by

fire, She and
Go-Gi-Sgk S
lanta, lost ything,

After taking her daughter,
who also goes by “Nunah,”
to the airport, Ms. Hutch-
ings came home to a di-
saster, Her friends Denise
Smith-Meacham and hus-

her daughter,

Qui-Li Dima-

band Lewis Meacham, who
had been staying with her,
said they came home to dis-
cover the fire, which appears
to have originated from an
overloaded outlet in Ms.

Hutchings's bedroom, South-

ampton Town Fire Marshal
Brian Williams said there was
no indication of arson or ac-
celerants, and that the outlet
as overloaded by mul i«

See FIRE, Page AT
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plig adapters, or piggy-backed
e srip:
Now, a week later, Ms, Hutch-
ingzs, the Shinnecock Indian Na-
tiom's former tribal enroliment
director, whe was instumen-
al in helping ger the tribe fed-

nding o
am, is left 1o
mess and starl

eral recognition,
15, &

in Philadelphia, an
-mrru!'nr\ fund, Support Our
5 15), has been set up
at |'|'r||>||'<l1 ival.org and has
helped 1o nearly
The Stepping Stones Smok
Shop and Dairy Mart on Mon-
k Highway also has been
pring clething denations.
-ral @  com-
i the
s well, inchud-
Shinnerock  Revival
which raised  and
ely $430
on Sumd connding 1o Trib-
al Council Chairweman Dyani

two famil
ing the
[

apel Church of God
n Hillerest Awvenue
in Southampton, also paid for
a week's stay at the Enclave Inn
for the Smi ams. Ms.
Hutchings is currenily sta
with Ms, Browmn,

Ms. Hutchings said she has
taken in friends and family

How To Help

Tor make a donation online,
. .

epls donations via
which allows the
ol a major eredit card or bank
account,

Donations  other  the
money miy be sent o St
sea Lee Hutchings, oo Siey
ping Stones, Shinnecock
Indian Fese 46 Mon:
tauk Highway, Ssuthampton,

Y 1190,

e -
ings wears women's shirt st
1 | nh -.m- 14, and kids

I'l1< IIu hings said  gift
cards would be helpful, but
she is graeful for whatever
romes h

members over the years who
have needed a place o stay, and
that her door has always been
apen. Butl now in need herself,
she is faced with the ask of
finding a home for herself and
Nunah,

Ms. Brown, who wriles the
“Agawam Notes” column for

he Press, forusing on resers
said she set up an

ation [ife
808" Facel
hioping 1o garner do
support for her friend, S
wonderful person whe
gives so much of hersel
said. “Is anly right that we help,
She does so much for everybody
else that it makes you want
help b
nearty 500 members, the
ehaok group has become a
tion of community sp-

coll
port and a povweow of sorts (o
plan the cleanup and nebuild

the one-story house,
o our first goal is (o clear up
what's lefi—to do that we need

1o et @ Dumpster, and then we
will need woluntesrs with shov-
els. brooms, rakes, hammers,

goves and heavy duty cone
struction bags o help fill the
Dumpster,” Ms, Brown wrole
this week. She
mast lik
August 192 and in the meantime

friends and family will be look-
ing for an affordable demali-
tien bulldozer ieam o clear the
frame,

The home, built in
inally belonged 1o tF
ner family and had seen better
days, Ms. Hutrhings said she
had been unable
WS IsLrane
paar condition.
the home, except for the itchen
and living room, had only one
outlet, which is why she had
been using power strips,

According 1o Mr, Williams, the
house is led.” Bs, Hutch-
inggs saidd the fircfighters wld her
the flames re: at least 1,000
degress because the empered
glass in her oven had shatter
Mosi of the fumniture in the -
year-old house is unrecopgniz-
able or has been transformed
into black heaps, wet from fire-
fighters' hoses, The new win-
dows, doors and insula

Y cmerg
program, ha
dowen by the
But Mun:h®
intart
She'll be happy,” Ms, Hutche
ings said, “Now she still has it
0 e,

Il been broken
s,
itide still remains




Our Home, Our Heart—The Story of Staysea Lee Hutchings
& Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora Dimalanta

Staysea Lee Hutchings of the Shinnecock Indian Nation was
born in Southampton, New York, and raised in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where she lived for 30 years, playing a vital part in s
the entertainment industry from 1984 to the mid to late 1990’s.
A humble, hard-working person, Staysea was most often found
backstage at an event working as the glue to help keep the needs

of the production or performers as her priority.

While residing in Philadelphia, Staysea always managed to maintain close ties with her
family on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation where she visited frequently. In 2000 she
moved to Shinnecock, where she worked on numerous projects, ensuring its completion
even if it meant that her own personal needs had to be put on hold. One of her most
notable achievements is the time and energy put into helping the Shinnecock Indian
Nation gain federal recognition.

AL /I Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora Dimalanta, fondly known as
L M “Nunah,” was born on May 19, 2002. That same year Staysea and

= Nunah moved into the residence at 80 Montauk Highway, where
stood the 90-year-old Gardner homestead that had survived the
1938 Hurricane and was previously home to seven families over
several decades. After 11 years of working as the Nation’s Tribal
Enrollment Director, Staysea resigned to take a leap of faith and
focus on her own home-based social media consultant business, Smoking Horses. This
also would allow her the opportunity to spend more time with her daughter. Staysea
would rely on her part-time job as a WIA Tribal Liaison for American Indian Community
House (AICH) where she volunteered for two years before being hired in 2007. However,
in July 2012, AICH lost the federal grant and was forced to lay off all WIA employees.

fo‘fanggok Check & gift card donations may be sent to: Like Us On f
“Support Our Sister sos Staysea Lee Hutchings | PO Box 3116 | Southampton, NY 11969 facebook
“Cause”

Staysea Lee Hutchings” Paypal donations may be made at www.PeoplesFestival.org



Our Home, Our Heart—The Story of Staysea Lee Hutchings
& Go-Gi-Sgk So0-Qui-Li Isadora Dimalanta
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On the morning of August 7, 2012, Staysea saw Nunah off at the airport for a three-week trip
to visit her father; and when she returned she found that the home she had built with her
daughter over the last 10 years was gone. In addition, her :
most treasured possession, the flag that adorned the casket of
her mother, US Air Force Veteran Isadora C. Hutchings, was
charred and waterlogged and the honor medals melted.

. preparing her home for the 66"

Annual Shinnecock Powwow. Well 1“5~
&\ known on Shinnecock and throughout Indian Country as one who

1‘ is always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone in need,

B Staysea has always been a popular and welcoming host to many
vendors and participants of the nationally renowned event.

Prior to the fire, Staysea’s focus was completing the final
requirements to enroll Nunah, in the fifth grade at the Ross School.
A private school located in Bridgehampton, New York. Staysea
felt the Ross School would to cater to the exceptionally creative
ambitions of this talented 10-years-old. Unfortunately, the process
of re-establishing basic living arrangements has put these
educational plans on indefinite hold.

Since the news of this devastating
fire, many friends and family have offered their support in
honor of the humility and selfless favor Staysea has always
bestowed onto others. Staysea and Nunah wish to acknowledge
the many kind acts of friends and family who has eagerly
offered clothes, food, lodging, and money as needed. However,
this is only a temporary fix, as there are still so many needs yet

to be met. Any and all support is greatly appreciated in helping
to restore this family’s sense of normalcy and well-being.

Thank You!

Check & gift card donations may be sent to: 4 Like Us On f
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Thanks to the generosity of Southampton homeowner Osnat Gad,
Staysea and Nunah have the opportunity to rebuild their home by Christmas;
however, we need your help! In order to prepare the property at
80 Montauk Highway and facilitate the 7-mile move of the donated home the
following services are required.

+ House Mover services + Dumpster & removal services
+ Landscaping services + Electrician services

+ Arbor (Tree) services + Plumber services

+ Foundation Laying services + Carpentry services

+ Cesspool services + Home Inspection services

The move alone has been estimated to cost 40K, so any help offered in
accomplishing these needs would be greatly appreciated.
All services that are donated will be eligible for a tax write off.
We understand times are hard, but every little bit counts!

To donate a service please email: staysealh@gmail.com
Check & gift card donations may be sent to:
Staysea Lee Hutchings | PO Box 3116 | Southampton, NY 11969
Paypal donations may be made at www.PeoplesFestival.org



